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 Our 4th through 8th graders will be taking the Terra Nova exams next week. These tests 

serve as a benchmark for our students as well as a diagnostic tool for our teachers in 

providing differentiated instruction. Although we understand that testing is stressful for 

some students, we want all of our students to know they are loved and valued and have 

so much to offer, not all of which can be assessed on an exam. All we ask is that stu-

dents do their personal best, and know that we are always proud of you. Please join us in 

wishing our students luck, not only on the Terra Novas, but in each and every single thing 

that they do, each and every day.  

                      Mrs. Barron & Mrs. Volpe 

Spreading Their Wings 

Our eighth graders have been getting a 
taste of high school over the past few 
weeks. It all started with a high school 
fair at St. Mel’s where they had the op-
portunity to meet with representatives 
from Catholic high schools in Brooklyn, 
Queens, Manhattan and even Long Is-
land. They have also attended buddy days 
at St. Agnes, Cathedral Prep, Holy Cross 
and St. Francis Prep. We wish them well 
as they prepare for the TACHS exam in a 
few week. We can’t wait for those ac-
ceptance letters to come rolling in. Good 
luck to the Class of 2020. 



Issue 2

First Grade Spotlight 

This week we are highlighting our 1st graders. We are so excited to begin working in centers this week!  

Math - We are learning different strategies to help us subtraction problems. We are using pictures, counters 

and cubes to model subtraction word problems.  

ELA – We are working on the parts of a story and using the 5Ws (who, what, where, when, why) to pull out 

the important information in a story. We are also practicing the short a sound and using singular and plural 

nouns in our writing.  

Science/Stem - We had a great time learning about sound energy. We explored ways we use sound, how 

sound waves and vibrations work, and how our brains interpret the sounds around us. 

Social Studies— We are learning about important leaders in our government, like the mayor, governor and 

president and explored their roles and responsibilities. 

Religion— We learned that Jesus grew up in a family, just like we do! We learned about his parents on 

Earth, Mary and Joseph, Nazareth, where he grew up and what his family life was like.  

Looking Ahead 

• Monday 2/14 - Columbus Day No 

School 

• 10/15-10/18 Terra Nova Testing 4-8 

• Thurs. 10/17 Gr. 1 & 2 trip to Green 

Meadow Farm 

• Friday 10/18—November lunch calen-

dars due 

• Friday 10/18—St. Mel’s Men’s Club 

and Father’s Guild Anniversary Mass 

and Dinner 

• Sunday 10/20—Grade 1 family mass 

@ 10:30 am 

• Tues. 10/22 PAA meeting @ 7pm 

• Friday 10/25—PAA sponsored Hallow-

een Party 


